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Amendments 



7. (Currently Amended) A work piece wrapping apparatus for wrapping a work 
piece being transported along a transporting path of the work piece in a wrapping 

> sheet, comprising: 

| a wrapping sheet supply device that supplies the wrapping sheet onto [fee] a 

transporting path of the wrapping sheet intersecting the transporting path of the work 
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a delivery guide device that w . ^ «f delivery guides and causes the 
work piece to be wrapped by pushing the wrapping sheet with the work piece which 
is pushed on the transporting path of the work pxece so as to cause the work piece to 
pass through a transit aperture that is provided between a pair of delivery guides; 
and 

a spreading guide provided on [ft*] ft periphery of the transit 

, - nn n nr*™ ™ d e dgyjcg facing to the rear in a transportin g. 

,^^fth. work niece of the delivery guide device, and whose center area in 
[*•] a transverse direction of the work niece protrudes toward the rear in a 
transporting direction of the work piece so as to gradually spread the wrapping sheet 
out from a center area in the transverse direction of the work piece towards both 
edges thereof with the work piece advances through the transit aperture. 
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8. (Currently Amended) The wrapping apparatus according to claim 7, wherein 

smoothing pad S that cause the wrapping sheet to contact tightly to a surface 
of*, work piece are provided on [M— ] .urfe-f^^^ 
nther across the transit aperture [©f Liu tek*M&? guiiV rirrire], and 

the smoothingpads are formedhy aplurality of bristles and a space 
between a pair of the smoothing pads that face each other across the transit aperture 
is set so as to be less than the thickness of the work piece. 

9-22. Unchanged 



2 
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Remarks 

[A] Regarttinfl tne cla im amendments. 

The amendment "a delivery guide device that has a pair of delivery gui des, 
and causes. . in the currently amended claim 7 is based on the paragraph [0034] 
and FlGs. 7 to 9 of the original specification of the present application. 

The amendment "a periphery of the transit aperture on a surface of the 
^livery guide d~i™ faiM to th e r,,r in a transporting direction of me work piece 
of the delivery guide device" in the currently amended claim 7 is based on the 
paragraph [0037] and FIGs. 7 and 8 of the original specification of the present 
application. 

The amendment " snrfar.es of del ivery guides faring each other across the, 
transit aperture, " in the currently amended claim 8 is based on the paragraph [0037] 
FIGs. 7 and 8 of the original specification of the present application. 

Accordingly, no new matter has been added to the currently amended 

claims 7 and 8. 

Additionally, the claim 7 is amended in order to overcome oUier rejections 
under second paragraph of U.S.C. 112, but no new matter has been added to the 
claim. 

mi Regarding rations to tn» n»im 7 over US yM-Ofi-l Thereinafter "Boriani 
et al.*n. 

The work piece wrapping apparatus according to the claim 7 of the present 
invention has a feature in which a spreading guide is provided on a periphery of die 
transit aperture on a surface of the delivery guide device facing to the rear in a 
transportin g direction of the work piece of the delivery guide device, and spreading 
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guide's center area in a transverse direction of the work piece protrudes toward the 
rear in a transporting direction of the work piece so as to gradually spread the 
wrapping sheet out from a center area in the transverse direction of the work piece 
towards both edges thereof with the work piece advances through the transit 
aperture. 

With this feature, the wrapping sheet is gradually spread out from the center 
portion thereof outwards towards both edges thereof by the spreading guide in the 
transverse direction of the work piece when the wrapping sheet is pressed against 
the spreading guide by the work piece which is pushed in a transporting direction 
thereof, and then the wrapping sheet is entered to the transit aperture of the deli very 
guide device together with the pushed work piece. After that, the wrapping sheet 
passes through between the pair of delivery guides together with the pushed work 
piece while maintaining a condition in which the wrapping sheet surely contacts on 
both upper and lower surfaces of the work piece by sandwiching in between surfaces 
of delivery guides facing each other across the transit aperture. Accordingly, any 
wrinkling of the wrapping sheet and residual air between the surfaces of the work 
piece and the wrapping sheet can be pushed out towards the outside by the spreading 
guide. After that, the condition in which the wrapping sheet surely contacts on 
both upper and lower surfaces of the work piece without any wrinkling and residual 
air can be maintained on whole areas of the surfaces of the work pieces in transverse 
direction of the work piece. As a result, the work piece can be tightly wrapped 
without any wrinkling of the wrapping sheet and residual air between the surfaces of 
the work piece and the wrapping sheet. 

On the other hand, the above-mentioned feature of the present invention is 
neither disclosed nor suggested in Boriani et aL Specifically, Boriani et al. 
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discloses the delivery guide device 33 having convex portions 45a, and the wrapping 
sheet can be gradually spread out from the center portion thereof outwards towards 
both edges thereof by the convex portions 45a in the transverse direction of the work 
piece. However, the convex portions 45a in Boriani et al. is provided on not a 
periphery of the transit aperture on a surface of the delivery guide device facing to 
me rear in a transporting direction of the work piece of the delivery guide device but 
on the inner surfaces in the delivery guide device 33 (corresponding to the surfaces 
of delivery guides facing each other across the transit aperture of the present 
invention). That is, the convex portions 45a protrude in the direction orthogonal to 
both the transverse direction and the transporting direction of the work piece. 
Therefore, as shown in following B-B' section of schematic drawings on next page, 
there is space between the surface of the work piece and the surface of the convex 
portions 45a in the vicinity of the both edges in the transverse direction of the work 
piece, and the wrapping sheet does not contact on the upper and lower surfaces of 
the work piece in the vicinity of foe both edges in the transverse direction of the 
work piece in Boriani et al.. Accordingly, in Boriani et al., generating of wrinkling 
of the wrapping sheet or residual air between the surfaces of the work piece and the 
wrapping sheet cannot be prevented due to the vicinity of the both edges in the 
transverse direction of the work piece. As a result, Boriani et al. cannot achieve the 

object of the present invention. 

As has been explained in the above, the work piece wrapping apparatus 
according to the claim 7 of the present invention includes features which are neither 
disclosed nor suggested in Boriani et al., and results in reliably achieving the object 
of the present application. Accordingly, the Applicant believes that the claim 7 has 
a novelty and the claim 7 should be allowable. 
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1C] Re garding obvjou g re jeenoD *" the claims 8-7? over Boriani * .1. in view of 

other cited documents. 

The Applicant believes that the claims 8-22 should also be allowable due at 

least to its dependency on the allowable claim 7. 

pi Hoarding H-* ri ™' *» the c ^™ 1 «»d 8 under second paragraph of 
U.S.C. 112. 

The claims 7 and 8 are amended in order to clarify the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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